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LESSON 6: Work for world and mankind. 

 

In the first four hours of the twelvefold path of initiation the pupil is primarily directed 

to his own inner development. When in the fifth hour the new soul has been born, the 

pupil with his new soul power begins to consciously cooperate in aiding others to come 

to gnostic consciousness. By that he furthers at the same time his own gnostic 

development. The last seven hours of the Nuctemeron have to do with working in the 

service of mankind. 

 

At the beginning of this last lesson of the course about the twelvefold path of initiation, we 

place you before the following words of Catharose de Petri: 

 

Self-forgetting service to others is the safest and most joyful way to God. He who knows to 

accomplish this beginning of the Path, wit/purify the heart and enable it to impel the great 

transfiguration, the alchemical wonder to activity. 

 

In the past five lessons we went fairly extensively into the first through fifth hours of the 

Nuctemeron of Apollonius of Tyana. These phases on the twelvefold path of initiation can be 

reasonably well understood from out of our present state of being, because they lie not so far 

removed from us. With the sixth through twelfth hours this is a bit more difficult. That is why 

we chose to give only an outline of these last seven hours of the Nuctemeron. These hours all 

stand in the sign of conscious cooperation in the execution of the Divine plan. Therefore we 

will first look more closely at working in the service of world and mankind. 

 

Mercury, Venus, Mars and Jupiter. 

 

In the previous lesson we discussed that the pupil of the fourth hour goes and lights his 

lanterns at the four corners of the circles. We said that this has to do with the renewal of the 

thinking, feeling, willing and acting of the human being. In his book “Dei Gloria Intacta” Jan 

van Rijckenborgh goes extensively into these processes of renewal, which he considers as 

separate initiations , taking place one after the other. He describes these initiations on the 

basis of the letters to the seven churches in the bible book “The Revelation of John”, and 

relates them to the mythological figures from Roman antiquity after which the planets in our 

solar system have been named. 

 

The lighting of the four lanterns relates to consecutively: 

 

• Renewal of the thinking, the Mercury initiation, whereby the pupil gains access to the 

Divine Wisdom. (Revelation 2: 1-7) 

• Renewal of the feeling, the Venus-initiation, whereby the Divine Love is revealed in 

the pupil. (Revelation 2: 8-11) 

• Renewal of the will, the Mars-initiation, whereby the pupil brings the Divine Will to 

activity in himself (Revelation 2: 12-17) 

• Renewal of the acting, the Jupiter-initiation, whereby the pupil begins to radiate the 

Divine Will into the dark night of the earthly life-field. Jupiter is the alchemical 

synthesis of Mercury, Venus and Mars, the great Son of the gods from mythology. 

(Revelation 2: 18-29) 

 

The true Jupiter human being begins to use his renewed faculties for working for the 

liberation of mankind. Jan van Rijckenborgh writes about this: 



 

From the foregoing it has become apparent in which manner the structural processes of 

renewal of the head and the heart sanctuaries have set in; the High Priest has entered his 

temple and, thus prepared, the pupil enters upon the Jupiter initiation. 

He namely begins to fulfil his divine mission in this fallen world. From the more inward and 

preparatory work, he proceeds to the outward work; and the result of that outward labour in 

turn will determine the measure and quality of his inner growth. The pupil begins to bear 

witness to the message and the being of the Universal Static Brotherhood that is, the true 

community of the Kingdom of Heaven, or the Divine Order in the field of life called the 

dialectical order. In this world there must be erected as a temporary citadel that which is ‘not 

of this world’ namely a forecourt of the Hierarchy, of the Spiritual School. That is the mission 

of the Jupiter initiate. 

First of all, it must be made clear now that there may not and cannot be any question of self-

will. No desires or speculations may be pursued. No earthly or lower goal may be present. 

Here, one s own will, as the New Mars, must be voluntarily united with God’s wilt Here it 

shall be, ‘!Lord, what wilt thou that I do?’ 

The New Venus will make it possible that a distinct calling can be radiated into the pupil and 

that he can truly walk at the hand of the Hierophants; whereas the New Mercury will take 

care that the called one understands that his mission is rationally and morally justified and 

necessary 

The fundamental principle of the task to be fulfilled has been identical for all pupils 

throughout the ages, namely to testify of the Universal Static Brotherhood of Light 

Suggestions radiated from the Kingdom of Heaven and its powers must begin to develop a 

certain activity in this world; the Cross of Christ must be implanted, and the blood sacrifice 

in His service must be made, in order to awaken those who are susceptible to the true ¶e and 

to help them go the path. To be good and fruitful, this work of salvation must always be done 

under the guidance of and in binding with the Spiritual School. 

 

Selfish versus unselfish. 

 

From this quotation it is clear that the pupil has to be unselfish with regard to the services he 

renders. Only unselfish thinking, feeling, willing and acting can lead to the goal. Unlimited 

growth of our consciousness is impossible if we are selfish. That is logical: when we only 

have eyes for our personal well-being, then our horizon is limited to an extremely small area. 

 

To the extent that our love for our fellow human beings and for all that lives becomes more 

encompassing, our consciousness experiences a corresponding expansion, which ultimately 

can result in omnipresent consciousness. By everything in life we think, feel, will, do and not 

do, we can choose between two kinds of motives: selfish or personal and unselfish or 

impersonal ones. 

 

We can occupy ourselves with the path in a selfish way. In the beginning it cannot be 

otherwise, but if we keep doing that, we will stagnate on the path. Cerberus then will hinder 

our passage to the Hall of Wisdom because we are not yet free from idols. Because have we 

not made ourselves into idols then? “The Voice of the Silence” warns us for selfishness and 

fanaticism on the path: 

 

Believe thou not that sitting in dark forests, in proud seclusion and apart from men; believe 

thou not that life on roots and plants, that thirst assuaged with snow from the great Range -- 

believe thou not, o Devotee, that this will lead thee to the goal of final liberation. 



Think not that breaking bone, that rending flesh and muscle, unites thee with thy “silent Self”. 

Think not, that when the sins of thy gross form are conquered, o victim of thy shadows, thy 

duty is accomplished by nature and by man. 

 

‘T is from the bud of renunciation of the self that springeth the sweet fruit of final Liberation. 

The selfish devotee lives to no purpose. The man who does not go through his appointed work 

in life has lived in vain. 

Follow the wheel of life; follow the wheel of duly to race and kin, to friend and foe, and close 

thy mind to pleasures as to pain. Exhaust the law of Karmic retribution. Gain Siddhis for thy 

future birth. 

If sun thou can’st not be, then be the humble planet. Aye, if thou art debarred from flaming 

like the noon-day sun upon the snow-capped mount of purity eternal, then choose, o neophyte, 

a humbler course. 

Point out the Way however dimly, and lost amongst the host as does the evening star to those 

who tread their path in darkness. 

 

Pratyeka Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. 

 

So we can only go the path on the basis of unselfish thinking, feeling, willing and acting. 

When we acknowledge this and live it in our daily life, this does not automatically mean that 

we have left egotism behind us. When our unselfish mode of life is exclusively directed to 

changing our consciousness and the concurring liberation from the wheel of birth and death, 

then in essence we let ourselves be guided by a selfish motive, even though it does not hurt 

anyone. 

“The Voice of the Silence” distinguishes in this context between the so-called Pratyeka 

Buddhas and the Bodhisattvas. The Pratyeka Buddhas have reached liberation and enjoy the 

bliss they have won. The Bodhisattvas also have reached liberation, but voluntarily give up 

their right to the heavenly spheres so they can be of support to their suffering fellow human 

beings: 

 

The Path is one, disciple, yet in the end, twofold. Marked are its stages by four and seven 

Portals. At one end bliss immediate, and at the other bliss deferred. Both are of merit the 

reward: the choice is thine. 

Thou hast the knowledge now concerning the two Ways. Thy time will come for choice, o thou 

of eager soul, when thou hast reached the end and passed the seven Portals. Thy mind is 

clear. No more art thou entangled in delusive thoughts, for thou hast learned all. Unveiled 

stands truth and looks thee sternly in the face. She says: 

‘Sweet are the fruits of rest and liberation for the sake of Self but sweeter still the fruits of 

long and bitter duty. Aye, Renunciation for the sake of others, of suffering fellow men.’ 

 

He, who becomes Pratyeka-Buddha, makes his obeisance but to his Self The Bodhisattva who 

has won the battle, who holds the prize within his palm, yet says in his divine compassion: 

‘For others sake this great reward I yield’ - accomplishes the greater Renunciation. 

A SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD is he. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Twelve Hours. 

 

We now will quote all the twelve hours of the Nuctemeron, together with a short explanation. 

 

First Hour 

In unity the demons praised God losing their wickedness and wrath. 

 

The demons are natural forces, astral power principles in our respiration field which are 

formed and maintained by our intellectual brain consciousness. Those natural forces often 

have conflicting interests and therefore fight for our attention. They lose their wickedness and 

wrath when we let our subconscious become conscious by attuning ourselves to the Unity, to 

the Divine world. The Gnostic Light purifies our respiration field. From our being then 

emanates a particular tone, a particular vibration. That is the singing of the praise of God by 

the demons. 

 

Second Hour 

Through duality the fishes of the Zodiac praise God, the fire-serpents entwine the serpent-

staff and the lightning becomes harmonious. 

 

The one fish symbolizes the mortal human being, the other the immortal divine human being. 

They will be connected with each other when we as earthly human being attune our life to the 

divine human being, who lies enclosed as a seed in the divine principle in our heart. This 

finds expression in the fiery processes taking place in our spinal column, the bearer of our 

serpent-fire. The lightning becomes harmonious because there now is a clear, balanced and 

serene fire. 

 

Third hour 

The serpents of the serpent-staff of Hermes are thrice-entwined Cerberus opens its triple 

muzzle, and the fire praises God with lightning’s three tongues. 

 

In this hour we make our instrument with which we can work in the service of the Universal 

Light. It is our spinal cord and the two strings on either side, through which now forces from 

the divine realm (the three tongues of lightning) circulate. This renewed serpent staff is at the 

same time a sword with which we can slay Cerberus. Cerberus, the three-headed dog of hell 

from mythology, stands for the thoughts and feelings which tie us to this world. He is the gate 

keeper who keeps us from leaving the nature of death when we have not yet settled with fears, 

dogmas and idols.\ 

 

Fourth Hour 

In the fourth hour the soul returns from visiting the graves. It is the time the four magical 

lanterns are lighted at the four corners of the circles. It is the hour of enchantments and 

delusions. 

 

Now we will have to prove that we have truly distanced ourselves from the nature of death 

and that our soul has returned from visiting the graves. Our thinking, feeling, willing and 

acting become four magical burning lanterns when we use these powers for our return to the 

divine world. Thanks to the light that they spread in all of our life circles, we see through the 

enchantments and delusions. Thus we become free from the delusions and illusions of this 

world. 

 



Fifth Hour 

The Voice of the Great Waters glorifies the God of the heavenly spheres. 

 

In the fifth hour we achieve victory over matter and death. Our new soul, our renewed 

thinking capacity is born. This soul garment is connected to our physical body in five places. 

This is the deeper meaning of the (five-pointed) star of Bethlehem which radiates above the 

birth-cave. Our functioning now is no longer limited to the material and the astral life circles. 

We now also can move in the life circle of abstract thought. This life circle is indicated as the 

Great Waters. In our gnostic work for world and mankind we now can be more powerful, 

because new soul powers are increasing in us. 

 

Sixth Hour 

The spirit remains immobile; he sees hell’s monsters advancing upon him, yet he is fearless. 

 

In this hour we demonstrate a pure and dynamic service to mankind and so come into close 

contact with the prisoners in this world. Our spirit is unswervingly directed to our task of 

rendering consummate service in the gnostic sense, because we have become free from lower 

radiative influences. We have succeeded in introducing different magnetic forces into our 

respiration field and are living from these. The forces of this world will advance upon us like 

hellish monsters because they notice that they are losing their grip on mankind. More 

specifically this means that we will meet with opposition in our work. We have turned our 

own particular respiration field away from the great planetary astral field that keeps mankind 

unceasingly in its grip, and we know deep within that the Light will be victorious. Therefore 

dangers can be expected, but should not be feared. 

 

Seventh Hour 

A fire imparting life to all soul-beings is directed by the will of all pure people. The initiate 

stretches forth his hand and suffering passes into peace. 

 

In the seventh hour we are truly an initiate. We now are going to use our new powers with full 

force. The light forces of the original life field irradiate and illuminate our microcosm, 

concentrating themselves in our respiration field. It is like a fire that gives life to all ensouled 

beings. We direct the new fire power through our purified will. Only with that energy can 

seekers tied to the earth be awakened, and not with good intentions and beautiful words. The 

initiates of the seventh hour do awaken the human being, but they do not lead or direct him. 

They extend their hand to the seeker, who can react only on the basis of own longing and own 

initiative. 

 

Eighth Hour 

The stars speak to each other. The soul of the suns responds to the sigh of the flowers. 

Harmony s chains render all the creatures of nature in agreement with each other. 

 

In this hour Apollonius refers to the ability of the initiate to try the spirits, whether they are 

from God. Every microcosm can be compared to a star because it expresses a particular 

radiation, speaks a language. All microcosms interact by way of radiations. That is why it is 

said that the stars converse together. The initiate can understand this unspoken language of 

the radiations. As soul of the suns he reacts to the sighs of the flowers, to the longing 

emanating from the rose of the heart of seekers. He does not waste energy by giving the 

gnostic power given him to those who do not yearn for the spirit. He does not cast pearls 

before swine, nor scatter roses before asses. They who live in the world of the living soul state 



are bound by the chains of the universal love and become part of a new, universal eternal 

harmony. 

 

Ninth Hour 

The number that may not be revealed. 

 

The number nine has always been a number of mystery, and has always been connected with 

the power of silence. So it is not strange that Apollonius tells us nothing about the ninth hour. 

The ninth hour has to do with the astral world. In the previous lesson we discussed that in the 

astral world forces are active both from dialectics as well as from the divine world. He who 

has not yet cleansed, purified and renewed his system, will be exposed to great dangers when 

he begins to work with the forces of the astral world, especially because this life-circle is full 

of dangers and delusion. A description of this would have an undesirable effect. He who has 

passed through the ninth hour, is entirely equipped as worker in the Divine Vineyard. Nine is 

the last number, the number of glorification and of achievement. That is why it unleashes a 

great power. 

 

Tenth Hour 

It is the key of the astronomical cycle and of the rotation of man’s life. 

 

The number ten points to a new cycle, in which a new series of developments on a higher 

plane begins. The worker equipped with powers begins to see the manifestations of the results 

of the fall and of degeneration in their wider context, rather than in their details. He gets to 

know the many cycles from within. He does not only help fallen mankind, but also seizes the 

disharmoniously resolved nature forces in the cosmos. A change of the cosmic relationships 

namely is necessary to heal the all-revelation with all its visible and invisible aspects. The 

workers of the tenth hour help to bring about that every fallen entity one day will be raised up 

into the Universal Light. 

 

Eleventh Hour 

The wings of the genii move with a mysterious rustle; they fly from one sphere to the other 

and convey the messages of God from world to world. 

 

The wings of the genii are the enormous powers and capabilities with which the initiated 

workers are connected. The servants of the eleventh hour spread the wings of their gnostic 

magical power and they fulfil the tasks wherever this is possible. They spread a pure astral 

field over the whole earth, so that all those who are going the path of liberation, can be 

shielded from the astral fire of the nature of death which keeps mankind in its grip. He who 

strives in truth, will receive all the help and protection on the path of sanctification. 

 

Twelfth Hour 

Here the works of the eternal Light are being fulfilled by the Fire. 

 

The works and the plans of the Eternal Light always, without interruption, have to do with the 

practice of the Universal Law of Love: to save what is lost, to comfort what is defeated, to 

heal the wounds of all that has been grievously affected. Through all times there has been a 

gnostic realm, a mighty Kingdom on earth, that has to be realized by initiates, so that within 

that realm and through the power of that realm those looking for help may find their way. 

Such a realm has to be confirmed in its magnetic order by the new astral fire. We can all 



contribute to the fulfilment of the eleventh and twelfth hour. Jan van Rijckenborgh writes 

about this: 

 

What now is the most important task of a pupil in the Spiritual School? It is: 

through self-surrender to the Holy Work creating the possibility for the astral Fire to be able 

to do its work in these times. Through self-surrender and personal loving service for world 

and mankind, we have to make it possible that the group will prove to be sufficiently cut and 

polished that it can reflect, as mirror for the Light of the Universal Astral Sun, enough of the 

radiance of eternity into our dark world. They who can cooperate in this way, serving in full 

consciousness with their task of head, heart and hands, may be called Gnostic Magicians in 

the full meaning of the word 

A Gnostic Magician is a human being who may work and can work with powers bestowed on 

him from Above (hence not by this world). Because the Astral Fire of the world of the Living 

Soul state does not contain anything earthly or planetary. This fire can rightly be called 

Divine Power. 

 

We end this last lesson with a fragment from chapter 59 of the Aquarian Gospel. It contains 

sayings attributed to Apollonius: 

 

The soul is drawn to perfect light by four white steeds, and these are Will, and 

Faith, and Helpfulness and Love. 

That which one wills to do, he has the power to do. 

A knowledge of that power is faith; and when faith moves, the soul begins its flight. 

A selfish faith leads not to light. There is no lonely pilgrim on the way to light. 

Men only gain the heights by helping others gain the heights. 

The steed that leads the way to spirit life is Love; is pure unselfish Love. 

The universal Love of which Apollo speaks is child of Wisdom and of Will divine, 

and God has sent it forth to earth in flesh that men may know. 

The universal Love of which the sages speak, is Christ. 

The greatest mystery of all times lies in the way that Christ lives in the heart Christ cannot 

live in clammy dens of carnal things. The seven battles must be fought, the seven victories 

won before the carnal things, like fear, and self emotions and desire, are put away. 

When this is done the Christ will take possession of the soul; the work is done, and man and 

God are one. 

  



Afterword. 

 

In six lessons you have orientated yourself about the gnostic path of initiation. In principle 

you know everything now to prepare yourself for this path, if you so wish. The text of the 

lessons have been arranged thus, that you can come to a deepening of your insights by regular 

reflection upon them. On the path of sanctification the point is not that you should understand 

all the teachings conveyed to you right away. Also not that you gather more and more 

outward knowledge about the path. The primary goal for you is to develop discernment and 

that you begin to act in accordance with this in your daily life. 

 

In “The Voice of the Silence” we are advised: 

 

Search for the Paths. But, o Lanoo, be of clean heart before thou startest on thy journey. 

Before thou takest thy first step learn to discern the real from the false, the ever-fleeting from 

the ever-lasting. Learn above all to separate Head-learning from Soul-Wisdom, the “Eye” 

from the “Heart” doctrine. 

Yea, ignorance is like unto a closed and airless vessel; the soul a bird shut up within. It 

warbles not, nor can it stir a feather; but the songster mute and torpid sits, and of exhaustion 

dies. 

But even ignorance is better than head-learning with no Soul- Wisdom to illuminate and 

guide it. 

 

If you long to go the twelvefold path of initiation, it is important that you keep your lamp 

burning and provide it with sufficient oil. To end, we still would like to transmit to you this 

advice from the “Admonition of the Soul”: 

 

Reflect, o soul, on everything explained to you, let its truth pervade you and try to understand 

it And also know that there are three things which are harmful in their different forms: 

polytheism, injustice and fascination with sensual pleasures. All this flows from one root: the 

love for this world. Therefore avoid them and flee before them, like a bird flees before the 

snare of the bird catcher. By avoiding polytheism you will be led to the unity. By guarding 

yourself against injustice you will be led to insight, purity and trustworthiness. By not 

absorbing yourself in sensual pleasures you will be freed from bitterness, anxiety worry, fear, 

ignorance and desire for possessions. Convince yourself o soul, that these lines of conduct are 

right, so that bliss may be yours. 

 

We hope that you will continue strengthened on your inner path. 


